Silica Update

Last week the Crystalline Silica Panel held an important meeting to determine the future course of action with respect to the development of a possible OSHA comprehensive crystalline silica rulemaking. 

Background

On April 19 the Crystalline Silica Panel and the Silica Coalition held a special meeting to focus solely on a strategy to address the control of occupational exposures to crystalline silica and the development of appropriate sampling and analytical methodologies.

The Crystalline Silica Panel and the Silica Coalition voted to authorize the chairman of the Coalition to work with organized labor in an attempt to develop a consensus standard with a permissible exposure level (PEL) of 0.1 mg/m3 that could eventually be presented to OSHA as the basis for a proposed rulemaking. Not all members of the Crystalline Silica Panel and the Silica Coalition were in agreement with this course of action. A few members prefer to actively work to remove Crystalline Silica from the OSHA priority list and regulatory agenda.

On April 1, Bob Glenn, President of the National Industrial Sand Association (NISA), briefed some members of the AFS Silica Alliance Steering Committee, Executive Committee and the Board. He indicated that NISA was in favor of a consensus standard.

At the end of April, the AFS Board was fully briefed on this issue by G. Boyd, Chairman of the AFS Silica Alliance, during the Casting Congress in Dallas. The Board subsequently voted and approved the Crystalline Silica Panel and the Silica Coalition strategy to engage in discussions with organized labor and potentially develop a consensus standard, as long as the current PEL of 0.1 mg/m3 is maintained.

Crystalline Silica Panel and Silica Coalition Meeting Update (6/19/01):

Union Activity – B. Glenn, Chairman, Silica Coalition, has contacted representatives of the Building and Construction Trades union to determine their interest in a collaborative effort to develop a consensus proposal with a PEL of .1 mg/m3. A joint proposal could eventually be presented to OSHA for consideration as a possible subject for proposed rulemaking. This union organization, comprised of the Teamsters, bricklayers, operating engineers and others, indicated interest in meeting with a small group from our coalition with their Subcommittee on Safety and Health in July.  Following the meeting with the Safety and Health Subcommittee, members of the Silica Coalition are planning to meet with members of the union's full Safety and Health Committee in early August.

B. Glenn also learned that the Building and Construction Trades organization is in the process of developing a silica standard and they plan to share it with the OSHA silica team in the near future. It was determined that the Coalition will hold off contacting the UAW and USWA. In April, the Silica Coalition formed a subcommittee to devise and draft a concept proposal of ancillary provisions that would be utilized in a possible federal OSHA crystalline silica occupational health standard, with the current PEL of .1 mg/m3. This week the Coalition authorized this subcommittee to move ahead and draft a concept paper by mid-August.  Subcommittee members include: G. Mosher, AFS, American Portland Cement Alliance; Brick Industry Association; National Industrial Sand Association; National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association; Vulcan Materials Company; and, James Hardie Company.

Sampling & Analytical Issues – It was reported that a small firm is in the process of producing silver membrane filters needed in the analysis of crystalline silica.  They will become available in July - and will more than double the price.  A filter will now cost $6 a piece.  As you probably remember, the only company making these filters stopped production last year. The supply of filters was expected to run out this summer.

Scientific Studies – The Silica Coalition attorney, Neil King, reiterated that the lung cancer risk would continue to drive the reduction of a PEL by OSHA. A new study, Lung Cancer among Industrial Sand Workers Exposed to Crystalline Silica, printed in the American Journal of Epidemiology reveals that there was excess mortality from silicosis and excess lung cancer among 4,625 industrial sand workers examined for the study.

This is the second recent study where we have seen excess cancer rates among industrial sand workers.  According to Attorney Neil King, the science from studies over the past two years is not getting better for us, only worse. These studies will be used by OSHA to show that there is more than enough significant risk to justify a lowering of the PEL.

OSHA Update – The OSHA Silica Team is still very interested in moving forward on this regulation and continues to work on silica standard. Crystalline silica remains on OSHA's latest regulatory agenda (May 2001), with a proposed notice of proposed rulemaking slated for November 2001. This is likely a placeholder, with publication almost certain to slip until next year. Since the new Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA was just been nominated and none of the key political appointments are in place at OSHA, this regulatory agenda does not reflect an evaluation of the issue by the Bush administration.

