CMA Panel

The year 2000 may be the most challenging ever faced by the industries producing or using silica-containing products and materials, as we pursue the following:

· In coordination with the Silica Coalition, the Panel will actively strategize and provide input concerning OSHA’s rulemaking – the development of a comprehensive silica standard. The standard is expected to substantially lower the Permissible Exposure Limits (PELs) for respirable silica and to include provisions for product substitution, engineering controls, training and education, respiratory protection, and medical screening and surveillance.

· The Panel will continue to focus on the National Toxicology Program (NTP), as well as continued fall-out from the 1997 publication by IARC of its evaluation that “crystalline silica inhaled in the form of quartz or cristobalite from occupational sources is carcinogenic to humans (Group 1).”

· With the expertise and projects of its Science and Technology Advisory Group, the Panel will continue to address the lack of appreciation by regulators of the significant challenge of analytical procedures in identifying and quantifying crystalline silica.

· EPA will be conducting an intensive review of the crystalline silica health literature as it prepares to include silica in its Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) database. Representatives of the Panel are keeping in contact with the EPA staff working on this project to assist them in considering the best scientific information and risk assessment methodology.

· The Panel will continue to address state environmental regulation as issues arise, both by partnering with affected companies and organizations, and by taking the initiative to input constructively into the development of state public policy concerning silica.

Since its formation in 1989, the Panel has been the multi-industry group acting as the important focal point for input to state and federal regulatory authorities, interaction with the scientific and academic communities and exchange of silica-related information among its many industry members. The Panel will continue to focus broadly on state, local, national and international crystalline silica issues including, most importantly, regulation of the workplace, as well as environmental, scientific, international and public policy activities. For the year 2000, the Panel has once more prioritized the workplace regulation issues highest, and will be partnering with the Silica Coalition to promote the use of sound science and analytical procedures in development of Department of Labor public policy.


It is essential that we remain vibrant to constructively and strategically interact with government and the scientific community. We will continue to endeavor to fulfill the purpose adopted by Panel members: to ensure that public policy decisions which affect us tremendously rely on a process which includes a balanced review of scientific literature concerning both cancer and non-cancer issues, and which takes into consideration what is known about the actual incidence of disease, both in public and occupational settings.


As you can see, there is important work to be accomplished by the Panel in the year 2000 concerning workplace exposure limits and a comprehensive silica standard, the continuing impact from IARC reclassification, the EPA IRIS process, potential state environmental regulation, scientific study and analysis, and analytical issues.

